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Dear Parents
I hope that your child is beginning to settle into life at Balcarras and has enjoyed the start to the year.

This letter has been written to give you some introduction information about the courses that your child is
following and answer some common questions that parents have at the start of the year. All curriculum content
is linked to the Curriculum Maps on the school website. For further detail on the curriculum please contact the
head of department for that curriculum area and take a look on the school website:
www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk > Learning at Balcarras > Subject Areas.

Your child is being taught in their tutor group, which is made up of a cross-section of all the pupils in the year.
The one exception is mathematics, where the pupils have been grouped into sets of similar ability.

I hope that Year 7 will prove to be the start of a bright career for your child here at Balcarras.
Yours sincerely

Harriet Ebanja

weloowye

Associate Assistant Headteacher

September 2026
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Subject

Curriculum content

Graded Assessment

Art

- Baseline

- Colour

- Mark making
- Litter bugs

Pupils are assessed
during and at the
conclusion of each topic.
A marksheet for each can
be viewed in their
sketchbook and clearly
outlines the knowledge
and skills that are being
developed and assessed
and how your child is
progressing in line with
their target.

Computing

Inside the Black Box

Picture Perfect Postcards

Bebras Challenge

Introducing Programming with Micro:bits

Pupils will receive a grade
for each unit they
complete, along with
comments on how they
can improve where
appropriate. Grades will
use a 9-1 scale, except
for the Bebras Challenge,
which uses its own
external grading system.

Design and Technology

- Trick deck project

- Block bot project

- Zip tag project

- Introduction to nutrition
- Introduction to food

- Day of the dead project

Pupils are assessed at the
end of each rotation, with

feedback recorded in their
D&T passport.

Your child will receive an
effort grade, progress
information (for example,
working towards target,
meeting target, or above
target), and written
feedback explaining how
they can improve.

Drama

- Introduction to drama

- Storytelling and fairy tales
- Mime

- Shakespeare

- Introduction to script

Pupils will be formally
assessed twice in Year 7.
The first assessment is
after the 'Storytelling and
Fairy Tales' unit. Students
will create a devised
piece of work and
perform in front of their
peers. They will receive
two grades, one for
'creating' and the other
for 'performing.

The second assessment
is atthe end of Year 7
after the Introduction to
Script unit. Students will
perform a piece of script



https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/art/year-8/378E8AD3A9516C2B9A41102315153F41.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/art/year-8/02B048ED7443E6E0E01091862A6186CA.pdffcs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/art/year-8/02B048ED7443E6E0E01091862A6186CA.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/art/year-8/A83798CD243767E396092C22103426FE.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/art/year-8/FEB30107C34D7954B60ADFE2D4ABA07A.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/d-and-t/year-7/product-design/617233BF3108CD328B7F0B9E4EC77E99.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/d-and-t/year-7/product-design/9C9A38CA55AD314F08862B5E86F541A8.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/d-and-t/year-7/product-design/CB9854A51AB51B44A4EA2B21512BD2D7.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/d-and-t/year-7/food/BD18E9D3C56BBB47162464BE82135331.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/d-and-t/year-7/food/BD18E9D3C56BBB47162464BE82135331.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/d-and-t/year-7/textiles/40885E9DDDEC6061DBB89FC629031875.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/drama/year-7/EFEECBE19FB028D7AECAB4A4376E89E0.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/drama/year-7/FAC98371FEFEBF4B4D8DD270924A2AED.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/drama/year-7/B10E87E95D03BDDE342E58FFFC81945E.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/drama/year-7/58786B36F6AD489398D801881351B6E5.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/drama/year-7/FA0D472207F8B7B02516E1CDA3C0F7DF.pdf
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from a Roald Dahl play in
front of their peers. They
will receive two grades,
one for 'creating' and the
other for 'performing’.

English - Ghost stories (Creative Writing) Pupils will complete 3
- Treasure Island (Novel/Reading) graded assessments
- The Tempest (Reading) (Writing, Reading and
- The World Today (Speaking and listening) Speaking & Listening). In
year 7 the assessments
are writing a ghost story,
an analytical essay on
‘Treasure Island’ and a
persuasive speech.
Students will also
complete knowledge
tests within the year.
Geography - What is geography? Pupils will sit 3 graded
- How sustainable is Balcarras and Charlton assessments which
Kings? assess geographical
- How are countries different from pole to pole? knowledge, skills and
- Map skills application. In Year 7, the
- Why do rivers flood? assessments are in the
- How do humans impact the physical landscape? | Pole to Pole, flooding and
- Why do oceans need protecting? physical landscapes
- Do the opportunities of urban growth outweigh topics.
the challenges?
History - Anglo Saxons and Vikings Students will have 3 skill

- Medieval Realms
- Song & Yuan Dynasties

based assessments. 3
frequent, formative low
stakes knowledge tests.
1 of which will be written
test

1 Evaluative PEEL on
Anglo Saxons & Vikings, 1
source analysis and 1
historian analysis
throughout the year.

Mathematics

- Numeracy toolbox

- Factors and multiples

- Ordering integers, decimals and fractions
- Multiplying and diving decimals
- Constructing and labelling

- Introduction to algebra

- Angle rules and 2D shapes

- 3D shapes

- Units of time and money

- Calculating with fractions

- Units of length, mass, volume

- Ratios

- Solving equations

- Area and volume

In maths students will sit
3 assessments. Onein
October on numeracy
skills. Then 2 graded
assessments in February
and June. Students will
receive a progress grade
for each of these together
with areas to work on to
improve.



https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/english/year-7/9055543C530A20564801B2C67D445D07.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/english/year-7/7D64073D7D43AC31FC34D5022EA8F671.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/english/year-7/2B727E89EBBECB317DD37A1293552BA6.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/english/year-7/89299BBFBC639630FBF006407CDE0C07.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-7/1622F1710552C3919556E6244B021EA5.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-7/5FD10258892C32EA4FD2ADC13C4D0260.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-7/5FD10258892C32EA4FD2ADC13C4D0260.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-7/F623EACB47ABEE0D22669BEF8B8C4E9E.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-7/6CC543DF972F759E81DCDE97B71B00F2.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-7/A1A0A2BCA4D5C3E7F93B8694CD012B4E.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-7/28FC7908FE53DA07468B07CB2AC9F533.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-7/4D612ED45D89C3D87C1AC612483FC97D.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-7/AADBDF45A45DB44DE84D401C17399606.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-7/AADBDF45A45DB44DE84D401C17399606.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/history/year-7/328DADF260DE15F72E6AC5AC071DEE96.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/history/year-7/76F1433BE39741765C241DA52EE6EA3E.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/history/year-7/88E7F41BB669E745583EA0B5209BCB4A.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-7/BF8CA7249C7188CA03F159F50C95F678.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-7/6601A76E642A3056170A7326B11B4ED5.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-7/D73C260CDA58EF317EEC57C657F6E04C.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-7/146D3AB6B4402F5627E4BE5027359ECD.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-7/AB38FDB8540C700F8B2926497D6C6977.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-7/54D78358F071FF9B723E198F973F65D8.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-7/CE173E3F675523511DF9F0F4F7CC463B.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-7/F24B18F8729436D62ADA0C9F262B5AFD.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-7/83D642281C399D4A94EF7BA774C99F09.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-7/3BB2D2458C28C5E8F6FC6C9A2BA26E1A.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-7/83D642281C399D4A94EF7BA774C99F09.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-7/D17E6B9D82E4ACF434026580EBBCDD0D.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-7/B8B94DCA725739D9E55421ECC9FC4E1B.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-7/FACF8DF6293154A8EA4A9FFFBFB798E3.pdf

Balcarras School Curriculum Content - Year 7

2026-2027

- Percentages
- Coordinates and transformations

- Measuring and presenting data

Modern Foreign
Languages - French

- Me, my family and friends
- Personality and descriptions
- School

In French, pupils are
assessed at the end of
each topic to measure
their progress.
Throughout the year, they
are assessed across all
four language skills—
listening, speaking,
reading, and writing—and
their assessment grades
are recorded in their
Learning Journey at the
front of their exercise
book.

Music

- Musical Elements and Notation
- Vocal Skills

- Keyboard Skills Vol. 1

- Film Music Motifs

- Jazz and Improvisation

- Composition Skills Vol. 1

Personal, Social, Health,
Economic education

- Relationships Education
- Health Education
- Living in the Wider World

Physical Education

- Baseline assessment

- Introduction to core skills through invasion

games, gymnastics and HRF

- Develop core skills through invasion games and

dance

- Develop core skills through striking/field games,

net games and athletics

Religious Education

- Christianity
- Philosophy and Ethics
- Belief in Action

In RE we assess pupils on
five key skills, in year 7
this will be done through
an extended writing task
—‘who or what is
important to Christians?’,
an art peice for the
national Spirited Arts
Competition and a

key term test at the end
of the year.

Science

- The Basics of Life
- Ecosystems & Life Processes

- Physical Changes & the Particle Model

- Atoms, Elements & Mixtures
- Waves & Space
- Forces

Pupils have two standard
homework's for each
topic which are marked
and give improvement
tasks. At the end of each
topic there is a graded
test for which verbal
feedback will be



https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-7/5AF18E259B4DD8DFB0228961BB032F67.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-7/D55CBE34A341AB0A8870FEF669A490EB.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-7/F644C446F6E5FBDB868A0F9AD76D59C5.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-7/798682C13FAA8D1717CCDCC775C8B2DC.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-7/E292E00BB635F1706190C08D7F2A22C9.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-7/533B4572B8542EE761864D4787568C39.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/pe/year-7/3A864E470963D6C9C8FD9A3E25C089C9.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/pe/year-7/8997212B348F1C91FA36871CADC6F5AD.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/pe/year-7/8997212B348F1C91FA36871CADC6F5AD.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/pe/year-7/846EEF950A007F694325D145B59CB1DA.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/pe/year-7/846EEF950A007F694325D145B59CB1DA.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/pe/year-7/D2777A267CE7315A214BCDB37A657939.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/pe/year-7/D2777A267CE7315A214BCDB37A657939.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/re/year-7/B15BA9FD551D2841CCAB6AEF2694C84B.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/re/year-7/5DBF26A0F448E219A89CF707DB8EA73B.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/re/year-7/1F6CBE62E1E40BCC3097A56FF3016BC7.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/science/year-7/64F2C8C2F925012C4736960D8E39A1A4.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/science/year-7/CC0F93154ADE5ED7BD4ED0AAB2DD3E7A.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/science/year-7/E5D8EFCB72FC0BC123C48CD815AFFF8E.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/science/year-7/2AB608B2658DE01CA7D1002F79A95304.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/science/year-7/A8DDACCE42D383B8B202F74157648635.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/science/year-7/501D32C1376808AB55B94C28E39D87B5.pdf
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provided. Finally, there is
a terminal exam testing
on content learnt
throughout the Year.

VLE: Virtual Learning Environment

The VLE is an online extension of the classroom, which can be accessed by pupils, parents and staff, and
aims to share information and resources in a simple, clear and intuitive way. Any device which has internet
access can view the site at the following address: balcarras.fireflycloud.net

The system, called Firefly, allows the opportunity for personalised learning for pupils and the ability for
them to become increasingly independent and responsible for their learning and self-organisation. It also
enables parents and guardians to support them at home, by viewing their homework, resources and

potentially see their progression through the school.

To log on, new parents should visit the site address, and activate their account, using the email address the
school holds on record as part of your contact information. Current parents should have their children
added to their account already.

In September, every new student will be allocated a username and password to access not only the VLE,
but the school network as well. When logging into Firefly, pupils must pick the log in with Office 365 option
on the right-hand side of the login page. They will then be prompted to enter their school email address, e.g.
####@balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk, where the #### are the pupils 4-digit username.

The password they then use to login is the same one they will have chosen when first logging onto the
computers at school.

There are also mobile apps available for both parents and pupils, which can be downloaded from the
appropriate app store. These are called Firefly for Parents and Firefly for Students, and are free. When
logging in for the first time, the same username and password must be used along with the school code:
balcarras, to link successfully with our system.

School Network

Pupils can access their school files from home, including both their personal Home Drive and the shared
Pupil Resources folder, through OneDrive.

To access these files:

e Use the OneDrive link at the top of the school website, or
e (Gotothe school’s Virtual Learning Environment (Firefly) and follow the links provided.

Because these files are stored in the cloud, any changes made at home will automatically update - there’s
no need to email files back and forth or worry about different versions.

If your child needs help logging in, they should use their school email address (e.g.
1234@balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk) and the password they use to login the school computers.
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Online Safety

The school has a well-established ICT Code of Conduct. All pupils will be allowed access to the internet for
school related activity. Anything not directly linked to schoolwork, such as playing or downloading games
and accessing social media services is prohibited. Pupils who break the code of conduct, which is
monitored by our network manager, will be sanctioned. This often includes having their network access
revoked.

When outside of school, pupils should continue to use technology in a responsible manner. In particular,
pupils should be mindful of how you use social media services, such as Instagram and TikTok. It is strongly
recommended that pupils make their profiles private. Pupils should also carefully consider how they
communicate with each other on these platforms as this is often the cause of friendship issues within
groups.

We recommend that parents monitor computer, smart phone and tablet use at home. Supportin this can
often help prevent or mitigate problems caused by the use of social media. Parents of younger pupils
should also be aware of the age restrictions many social media services have, the majority requiring users
to be at least 13 years old. Many governments and children's specialists believe that access to social
media for under 15s is unhealthy and bad for a child's mental health and wellbeing. Balcarras would fully
support any parent who decides that they do not wish for their child to have any access to any social media
before they are 15 years old.

We recommend all parents read the school’s advice on social media safeguarding which can be found on
the school website: www.balcarras.co.uk/Our school/Safeguarding and Wellbeing/Social Media.

How will your child be assessed at KS3?

e All students will be given a target grade of 1-9 (1 being the lowest, 9 the highest) for all students. We will
use the pupil’s KS2 entry ‘score’. We will also consider any department ‘baseline tests’ and set them a
target by Christmas of Year 7.

e Thetarget grade (e.g. grade 6) will remain the same grade for all three years (7, 8 and 9) but the work and
assessment criteria to meet that grade gets progressively tougher year on year.

e We will report progress on whether the pupil is successfully below/working towards/on/above that
target using ‘interim’ and enhanced reports throughout the three years. An end of key stage 3 grade will
be given in the last term of year 9.

e Targets may be raised over the years if pupils achieve them too easily. But they will rarely be lowered as
we think every pupil should strive to reach their potential with our help.

e Many styles of work — not just official assessments will be marked using the numbers 1-9. All class and
homework will be continually assessed through a variety of feedback mechanisms to ensure that pupils
know how to make progress.

e There will be no assumption that a Grade 7 at KS3 should mean a grade 7 at GCSE (however, it will give
us an indication of their ability). Heads of Department have all designed their own sets of assessment
criteria for the grades which have been passed through the Senior Management Team to ensure
consistency, fairness and rigour.



