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Dear Parents 

This letter has been written as a guide to the courses your child will follow through Year 8. All curriculum 
content is linked to the Curriculum Maps on the school website. For further detail on the curriculum please 
contact the head of department for that curriculum area and take a look on the school website: 
www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk > Learning at Balcarras > Subject Areas.  

In Year 8 some teaching groups are sorted by prior attainment, others are not. Any setting took place before the 
summer break. It will be reviewed throughout the year, once assessments have taken place. 

This is another vital year in your child’s education; I hope that we will continue to work closely together to 
ensure that they are as successful as possible.  

Yours sincerely 

Harriet Ebanja 

 

Associate Assistant Headteacher 

September 2026 
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Subject Curriculum content Graded Assessment 
Art - Baseline: Natural forms 

- Vessels and containers 
- Pattern and print 
- Adornment 

Pupils are assessed 
during and at the 
conclusion of each topic. 
A marksheet for each can 
be viewed in their 
sketchbook and clearly 
outlines the knowledge 
and skills that are being 
developed and assessed 
and how your child is 
progressing in line with 
their target. 

Computing DataFace – creative data science 
Dream Team – kit design project 
Bebras Challenge 
Introducing programming in Python 
 

Pupils will receive a grade 
for each unit they 
complete, along with 
comments on how they 
can improve where 
appropriate. Grades will 
use a 9–1 scale, except 
for the Bebras Challenge, 
which uses its own 
external grading system. 
 

Design and Technology - Pinball project 
- Chocolate project 
- Eating for health 
- Food analysis – understanding nutrition 
- Felt shop project 

Pupils are assessed at the end 
of each rotation, with feedback 
recorded in their D&T passport. 
 
Your child will receive an effort 
grade, progress information (for 
example, working towards 
target, meeting target, or above 
target), and written feedback 
explaining how they can 
improve. 

Drama - Improvisation 
- Musical theatre 
- Melodrama 

Pupils will be assessed 
twice in Year 8. The first 
assessment is after the 
'Improvisation' unit of 
work. Pupils will be 
assessed on their ability 
to 'respond'. This 
assessment includes a 
class discussion and a 
written response. The 
second assessment is 
after the 'Melodrama' unit 
of work. Students will 
create their own mini 
melodrama and perform 
in front of the class. They 
will be assessed in two 
areas 'creating' and 
'performing'.  

https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/art/year-8/A39AE9E5909944FC398E03D26B621AAD.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/art/year-8/12E9E21345A1E39015CA015A7170C106.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/art/year-8/670978835B7F15AE3A7F9474CBA2B7DC.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/art/year-8/CAA7FF95983C1CA08FF737B1C75DF02C.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/d-and-t/year-8/product-design/E978A0B3A6877B8B3D7A785FCA5486C5.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/d-and-t/year-8/product-design/6E465929E9472553F31B5B7E2886E019.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/d-and-t/year-8/food/6F3335F0CDC5EF67F59766BFE7263A44.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/d-and-t/year-8/food/62D3BA9EEDFF7F1F83BAFC9ABBDD7DBE.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/d-and-t/year-8/textiles/3486295DE916BB1F02F0827ADA38E7CB.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/drama/year-8/338F44F029482D4096279E51A9B17046.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/drama/year-8/21D52AB3188DC91E281904A3B5CC29FB.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/drama/year-8/31B603994D1A8F8914F067830FD02DC5.pdf
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English - Fairytales and horror 
- Greek mythology 
- Animal farm 
- War poetry 
- Criminal minds 

Pupils will complete 3 
graded assessments 
(Writing, Reading and 
Speaking & Listening).  In 
year 8 the assessments 
are writing a short horror 
story, an analytical essay 
on ‘Animal Farm’ and a 
persuasive speech.  
Students will also 
complete knowledge 
tests within the year. 

Geography - What is the future of Antarctica? 
- Why is the weather so changeable? 
- To what extent are regions of Africa and Asia 
similar or different? 
- Do the benefits of living near tectonic hazards 
outweigh the risks? 
- Will the planet continue to get hotter and 
hotter? 
- How are populations and levels of 
development changing? 
 

Pupils will sit 3 graded 
assessments which 
assess geographical 
knowledge, skills and 
application. In Year 8, the 
assessments are in the 
population & 
development, tectonic 
hazards and weather 
topics. 

History -The Making of the UK 
- Industrial Britain and the 19th Century 
- The Qing Dynasty  
 

Students will have 3 skill 
based assessments. 3 
frequent, formative low 
stakes knowledge tests.  
1 of which will be written 
test 
1 Evaluative essay on the 
Tudors, 1 source analysis 
and 1 historian analysis 
throughout the year. 
 

Mathematics - Product of Primes and standard form 
- Calculating with negatives 
- Index laws, factorising and changing the subject 
- Enlargement and bearings 
- Probability language and notation 
- Converting FDP 
- Ratios and proportion 
- Linear sequences  
- Parallel lines and polygons 
- Multiplier method 
- Solving equations 
- Circles 
- Straight line graphs 
- Probability diagrams and trees 
- Statistics 

In maths students will sit 
3 graded assessments in 
November, March and 
June.  
Students will receive a 
progress grade for each 
together with areas to 
work on to improve. 
 

https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/english/year-8/FD6089E32954A4DEE7F9914E534B19BA.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/english/year-8/E84C660937B6AF9032FFDF5F0371426E.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/english/year-8/D19972B5F9C2C15C9DA782694FEDB7F2.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/english/year-8/A1900A9E71D26FEBBA5F072FA110934C.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/english/year-8/AEEA643AAC5811662CEAE5EAB442E72D.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-8/29CA0211DFFDE7F07DBD056B159DD0B6.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-8/248B5B9ED02A33F78B71FD9164F59710.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-8/5F3394994260510199685C064E37F302.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-8/5F3394994260510199685C064E37F302.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-8/D063D43B0C9DD2446640B39D250173A2.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-8/D063D43B0C9DD2446640B39D250173A2.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-8/572E0F9432A5048A2FDD3898300C9602.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-8/572E0F9432A5048A2FDD3898300C9602.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-8/E9BD17E165508FC5E16D5B1B42941E1E.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/geography/year-8/E9BD17E165508FC5E16D5B1B42941E1E.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/history/year-8/F9A8AE314CB2420481974A3EE7206B53.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/history/year-8/E7A30BDA07EFB3157F9080717ACFA824.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/history/year-8/2AC10FC12A1BD9DA38964B897EFF7F33.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-8/7D89FAC0622FC9B4A318CBB92149212B.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-8/0888B54979D8CE68812CE49C5F6E361F.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-8/0CD91676F9E612EE595C773971B8EB79.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-8/5C90BE82FAE307AAA9B908D7F9AFBF6E.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-8/364A59428D58714A7AF146E40BDE9A55.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-8/8060BD942CF6FC5DF4F08D6547731A1A.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-8/55333B17120011568AEF012E1B4D7844.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-8/B0F27447615E5419A545FCD46957DC77.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-8/AE603E295CE01E1E9B9BBC8CCA1E0649.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-8/B1C67B0D2EDF9E061923B8DB9BBF5853.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-8/34EF457DBBB80BB6A673281715BDE587.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-8/D06986DBCCEA75E1C46ED1A11E3641E7.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-8/9545A573FDB232CFBD4FA935CF1314E3.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-8/86EB052A12995B1E345EFE176B3EC638.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/maths/year-8/A349FDADC4803E4BFDA95DEB3C5C533B.pdf
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Modern Foreign 
Languages - French 

- Free time 
- Home and town 
- Holidays 

In French, pupils are 
assessed at the end of 
each topic to measure 
their progress. 
Throughout the year, they 
are assessed across all 
four language skills—
listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing—and 
their assessment grades 
are recorded in their 
Learning Journey at the 
front of their exercise 
book. 

Modern Foreign 
Languages - Spanish 

- Greetings and introductions 
- Festivals 
- Family and pets 
- Where I live 
- Free time 
 

In Spanish, pupils are 
assessed at the end of 
each topic to measure 
their progress. 
Throughout the year, they 
are assessed across all 
four language skills—
listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing—and 
their assessment grades 
are recorded in their 
Learning Journey at the 
front of their exercise 
book. 

Modern Foreign 
Languages - Russian 

- Cyrillic alphabet 1 
- Cyrillic alphabet 2 
- Basic greetings 
- Numbers and ages 
- Family and pets 
- Where I live 
- Places in town 
- Weather 

In Russian, pupils are 
assessed at the end of 
each topic to measure 
their progress. 
Throughout the year, they 
are assessed across all 
four language skills—
listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing—and 
their assessment grades 
are recorded in their 
Learning Journey at the 
front of their exercise 
book. 

Music - Composition Skills Vol. 2 
- Rhythmic Notation 
- Vocalise 
- Baroque music 
- World music 
- Keyboard skills Vol. 2 

 

Personal, Social, Health, 
Economic education 

- Relationships Education 
- Health Education 
- Living in the Wider World 

 

https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-8/french/05951284BB0746E57F3D41B3BBF20FCE.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-8/french/69D685749FE0735BBEB01862ABDBDB8A.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-8/french/CC46560823B1E38D7B7ED59839227281.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-8/spanish/23B88D430470307F9576201FD6B5CBD6.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-9/french/0966994317DC93EDABD6479339CF15EA.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-8/spanish/00BB34BE1138D95589D93D7062A8C9B2.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-8/spanish/12E4DE02ECD3BA35F0A935085027E77A.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-8/spanish/8B99F744B5215C0C40FBDC25440B06F7.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-8/russian/0B95584FA10507EEE6DBEEF45D990E1B.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-8/russian/08AD30D542D21996ABB347A52782FF40.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-8/russian/0B95584FA10507EEE6DBEEF45D990E1B.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-8/russian/08AD30D542D21996ABB347A52782FF40.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-8/russian/565C4C63F693275E8B44D086BC0ABDA7.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-8/russian/DCEB3372700C58CB628BEE00820B3B5F.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-8/russian/15BBA4EA9FE4D319836661C8D60CA2A4.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/modern-foreign-languages/year-8/russian/6CEFCD1247AAF84C46E308A970F1658B.pdf
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Physical Education - Develop and embed core skills through invasion 
games and gymnastics 
- Develop and understanding of ‘Fitness for life’ 
through HRF 
- Embed consistence of core skills and develop 
game understanding through invasion games and 
net games 
- Develop and embed consistence of core skills 
and understanding of striking/fielding games, net 
game and athletics 

 

Religious Education - Hinduism 
- Buddhism 
- Sikhi 
 

In RE we assess pupils on 
five key skills, in year 8 
this will be done through 
a speech ‘God is hard to 
understand’, an exam 
paper on Buddhism and a 
key term test at the end 
of the year. 

Science  - The body 
- DNA and inheritance 
- Properties of elements 
- Chemical reactions and the Earth 
- Electricity and magnetism 
- Energy 

Pupils have two standard 
homework's for each 
topic which are marked 
and give improvement 
tasks. At the end of each 
topic there is a graded 
test for which verbal 
feedback will be 
provided. Finally, there is 
a terminal exam testing 
on content learnt 
throughout the Year.   
 

https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/pe/year-8/4B13B7A449837FF2F2B23D1B18B9BB4A.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/pe/year-8/4B13B7A449837FF2F2B23D1B18B9BB4A.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/pe/year-8/94DDD4ABDA439217B205F233D7AF0BA0.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/pe/year-8/94DDD4ABDA439217B205F233D7AF0BA0.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/pe/year-8/61598763015A8264D417252A4B46B680.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/pe/year-8/61598763015A8264D417252A4B46B680.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/pe/year-8/61598763015A8264D417252A4B46B680.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/pe/year-8/39C4FE26A594557A27555288109FEABD.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/pe/year-8/39C4FE26A594557A27555288109FEABD.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/pe/year-8/39C4FE26A594557A27555288109FEABD.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/re/year-8/AEB0F33BAC512C35EB1BB67329857845.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/re/year-8/C6ACB6590D989C31A1B29739C3AD1EF1.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/re/year-8/3E73858820B8E28ABF3CD66A20EF0D45.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/science/year-8/AE0D1D00772F4A7231DAA204387DB52B.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/science/year-8/8EC1EBFBC2957A246A9132FD00B22501.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/science/year-8/4374A81CDC76D96819BCC0A701ECF2C9.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/science/year-8/1F022A4396E526068C55498F9F9ECBB3.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/science/year-8/F120DB8E04B5E89D839B2CC7F220BB43.pdf
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/curriculum-maps/science/year-8/64C764B15EBB7787755F4E3740635841.pdf

