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ά L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ L Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǘ Ƨƻƛƴ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ L ǎŜŜ 
the options process as one of the key events 
ƛƴ ŀ ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ Balcarras
offers a broad and exciting Key Stage 4 
ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ŀƭƭ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘΦέ

Mr Burke

Welcome



ÅThe Process
VOptions Assembly this morning
VParents meeting now
VThursday 28th February: Year 9 Parents 

Evening
VTuesday 5th March: Deadline for choices to be 

handed in to tutors

Welcome



Core

Subjects that students must follow.

Optional

Subjects chosen by students.

The Curriculum in Years 10 and 11



VEnglish

VMaths

VScience

VPhysical Education

VPHSE, Careers, Religious and social 
education

The Core Subjects



VEnglish

GCSEs in English Language and Literature

VMaths

GCSE Maths 

VScience

GCSE combined science, worth 2 GCSEs,

covers biology, chemistry and physics.  

The Core Subjects



VEnglish 7 hours

VMaths 7 hours

VScience 8/9 hours

VPhysical Education 3/2 hours

The Core Subjects



ÅFor the core subjects only pupils will be in the X 
or Y band.

Å²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ н ōŀƴŘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
same subject at the same time.

ÅWhich band pupils are in depends on the 
assessments they complete in English, maths and 
science in year 9.

ÅWe have the same high expectations for pupils in 
both bands.   

The X and Y Band



V5 Options

V5 full courses

V5 hours per course

V25 hours total   

The Optional Subjects



Art
Business
Computer Science
Drama
DT Food
DT Product Design
DT Textiles
French
Geography
Health and Social Care

History
Creative iMedia
Music
GCSE PE
Religion, Philosophy   
and Ethics
Russian
Spanish
Study Support

The Optional Subjects





ÅNot Compulsory

BUT

ÅIt is highly recommended that you study 
a language if you aspire to success in 
the sixth form and higher education

Modern Foreign Languages



ÅTry to maintain a balance of subjects.

ÅEg: Include a humanities subject like 
History or Geography (important if 
you want to achieve the EBACC).

Guidance



ÅYou can only choose two from the following:

ÅArt

ÅMusic 

ÅDrama

Å̧ ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ iMediaand computer 
science.

Å̧ ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜȄǘƛƭŜǎΦ

Some Restrictions



ÅWhat is the EBACC?
ÅA student who achieves the EBACC gets a 

grade 5 or above in the following subjects:
VEnglish
VMaths
VTwo sciences
VA language
VHistory or Geography

Guidance



ÅSixth Form
ÅMany A levels do not require you to 

have studied the subject before.
ÅTo attend our sixth form you need two 

6s and three 5s at GCSE including 
English and Maths
ÅSome subjects have a minimum grade 

requirement.

Guidance



Advice

Reasons to do 
subjects:

My friend is doing 
it.

I like the teacher.

Reasons to do 
subjects:

LΩƳ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ƛǘΦ

I like the subject.

It will help me 
with my career.



ÅToday

ÅNew subjects

ÅTutors

ÅMrs Young (Head of ILD)

ÅMr Towers 

Advice



ÅYear 9 Parents Evening

ÅThursday 28th February

ÅSubject teachers.

Advice



ÅLanguages: Mrs Hockenhull

ÅCreative iMediaand Computer 
Science: Miss Hinton

ÅHealth and Social Care: Mrs Grogan

ÅBusiness Studies: Mr Perry

Information about subjects



Languages

Mrs Hockenhull



άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ 
he understands, that goes to his 
head. If you talk to him in his 
ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ

Nelson Mandela



LǘΩǎ ŀ ƳǳƭǘƛƭƛƴƎǳŀƭ 
world- not everyone 
speaks English. 94% 
of the world does 
NOTspeak English 
as their first 
language. 75%of 
the world does not 
speak English at all.

http://www.toplanguagejobs.co.uk/agency_profile.php?banner=1346&id=1299
http://www.toplanguagejobs.co.uk/agency_profile.php?id=855


Ψ9ƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ 
ƳŀǊƪŜǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōƻǳǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΩ

Bob Shankley, HR Director, BMW

ΨLǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
communicate in a variety of different languages to 
remain competitive in an international marketΩ

SorayaMalik, Operational Training 
Manager, lastminute.com



Computer Science

and

Creative iMedia

Miss Hinton



Computing Department

KS3 COMPUTING

A-LEVEL COMPUTER 
SCIENCE

GCSE COMPUTER 
SCIENCE

LEVEL 2 CREATIVE 
IMEDIA



Computer Science
Exam Board: OCR

Course: GCSE Computer Science

Course Overview: 3 Components. 2 exams worth 50% each plus a 

programming project 

Component 1: Computer Systems 

Assessment: Written exam paper

80 marks (90 minutes) (50%)

Component 2: Computational Thinking, Algorithms & Programming 

Assessment: Written exam paper
80 marks (90 minutes) (50%)

Component 3: Programming Project 

Assessment: N/A
Students complete a 20-hour project



Computer Science
Exam Board: OCR

Course: GCSE Computer Science

Component 1: Computer Systems 

(50%)

Å Systems Architecture

Å Memory

Å Storage

Å Wired and wireless networks

Å Network topologies, protocols and 

layers

Å System security

Å System software

Å Ethical, legal, cultural and 

environmental concerns

Assessment: Written exam paper

80 marks (90 minutes)

Component 2: Computational 

Thinking, Algorithms & 

Programming (50%)

Å Algorithms 

Å Programming techniques

Å Producing robust programs

Å Computational logic

Å Translators and facilities of 

languages

Å Data representation

Assessment: Written exam paper

80 marks (90 minutes)



Computer Science
Exam Board: OCR

Course: GCSE Computer Science

Component 3: Programming Project (N/A)

Å Programming techniques

Å Analysis

Å Design

Å Development

Å Testing and evaluation and conclusions

Assessment: N/A

Students complete a 20-hour project



Creative iMedia
Exam Board: OCR

Course: Level 2 Cambridge National Certificate

Course Overview: The course consists of four units. Two completed 

each year. Three are coursework based and one is 

assessed with an exam.

Unit R081: Pre-production Skills (25%) 

Year 10

Written exam

60 marks (1 hour 15 mins)

Unit R082: Creating Digital Graphics (25%)

Year 10

Coursework

60 marks

Unit R085: Creating a Multipage Website (25%) 

Year 11

Coursework

60 marks

Unit R086: Creating a Digital Animation (25%) 

Year 11

Coursework

60 marks



Careers

Creative iMedia

Animation

Advertising

Creative Media Production

Digital Arts

Games Design

Graphic Design

Interactive Media Development

Media Communication

Visual Communication

Visual Effects Design

Computer Science

App Development

Artificial Intelligence

Computer Forensics

Cyber Security

Digital Marketing

Information Systems

Networks and Security

Programming

Software Engineering

Web Development



Health and Social 

Care

Mrs Grogan



aƛǎŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎΧ



People

healthcare

death

services

communication

divorce

puberty

menopause

education

cohabitation

religion

culture

sexuality

living conditions

genetics
disability

health

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=wedding+photo&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.haaretz.com/news/features/for-anglo-weddings-register-and-you-shall-receive.premium-1.517972&ei=5GvPVJi4OsyvUcKphOAG&psig=AFQjCNHXD_w61VCuNlZgTrn8Zz746DhvQg&ust=1422966092117441


How is it taught?

By professionals 

Independent research

Discussion

By engaging with others



What you will gain from doing Health 
and Social Care??

Along with a huge variety of skills you will gain the 
Cambridge National Certificate in Health and 
Social Care (GCSE equivalent)

Å75% coursework element. 

ÅOne exam 25% done in Year 10. 

ÅFreedom to research and learn about what 
interests YOU. 



social skills.

"It's interesting

Why do pupils like it?

social skills.

άIŜŀƭǘƘ and Social Care is currently my 
favourite lesson to go to and it has 
been since September. It is 75% 
coursework and it enables you to learn 
new social skillsΦέ Charlotte Youdan

άLǘϥǎ a great subject to take if 
you have interests in health 
and social care. I enjoy 
having the work broken up 
through the year and there 
is no stress for large exams 
in Year11Ηέ Eloise Bull

άIŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ /ŀǊŜ ƛǎ 
your own pathway and you 
ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ 
relaxed and you get to have 
Ƙƻǘ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜΗέ Bella 
Poulson 

άLǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ ²Ŝ get 
hot chocolate often and a strong 
relationship is built with the students 
and teacher. Health and Social Care 
is something I highly 
recommend" Sophie Timony



Careers

Nursing Child Care Counsellor Social Work         Midwifery        Teaching 

Psychology Physiotherapy               Early Years Teaching  

ά¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇƛŜǎǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
ǿƘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ  

Booker T Washington



Why choose Health and Social Care?

ÅExciting new course at Balcarras

ÅPractical and coursework elements

ÅFreedom to decide what interests you

ÅClear links to our A-Level course

ÅFun lessons!

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjn7sbZ-evRAhUB7xQKHUh1CfQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.ocr.org.uk/&psig=AFQjCNH7jFj8nUr19g7OtglEMqrNS2lDFw&ust=1485937231911190


Business Studies

Mr Perry



Businessis everywhere. 

You have the opportunity to study a course 
that allows you to understand the world 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳΧΦ



What will you study?
Business Ownership

Students compete in a virtual share league.



What will you study?
Production

Sourcing Suppliers, Quality 
Management & Inventory 


