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Northern Lights—Philip Pullman 

trilogy 

In a parallel world to our own, feisty 12-year-old Lyra 

and her daemon live in a recognisable-yet-different 

Oxford, where they eavesdrop on a secret meeting of 

scholars and their charismatic visitor Lord Asriel. She 

hears mysterious tales of Dust, a city that hangs in 

the air above the Aurora Borealis, and an expedition 

that ended in a gruesome murder. Lyra's friend Roger 

disappears, stolen like many other children by the 

Gobblers, and then she herself is taken from Oxford 

to live with the sinister Mrs Coulter. Rescued by 

gyptians she learns who her true parents are, and 

that the stories and disappearance of her friend are 

connected. Travelling with the gyptians to the frozen 

North, Lyra is drawn into a savage struggle among the 

armoured bears and witch-clans of the Arctic. At the 

experimental research station of Bolvangar Lyra finds 

the lost children, where horrific experiments are 

Horrible Geography of 

the World 

Geography with the gritty bits 

left in! Inside you'll find out 

what happens when a volcano 

turns nasty whether you'd 

survive at the frozen poles how 

a frog can help you get a drink 

in the desert Hold on tight as 

you embark on a whistle-stop 

trip around the globe, taking in 

everything from the perishing 

poles to desperate deserts, 

stormy weather to earth-

Inspired by the true story of an African 

childhood lived on the edge of 

destitution, award-winning Elizabeth 

Laird’s new novel takes readers on an 

unforgettable emotional journey. 

When Mamo’s mother dies, he is 

abandoned in the shanties of Addis 

Ababa. Stolen by a child-trafficker and 

sold to a farmer, he is cruelly treated. 

Escaping back to the city, he meets 

another, very different runaway. Dani 

is rich, educated – and fleeing his 

The Garbage King—Elizabeth Laird 



 

  

Balcarras Geography Department Lower School reading list 

  

Suggested reading for KS3 students 

Hidden– Miriam Halahmy 

Hidden is a brave debut novel, tackling the complex 

issues of immigration and human-rights laws, through 

the eyes of teenage Alix. A literary, coming-of-age novel 

dealing with prejudice, judgement, courage, 

preconceptions and the difficulty of sorting right from 

wrong. Challenging, charming, compelling. Fourteen 

year old Alix lives at the bottom of Hayling Island near 

the beach. It is a quiet backwater, far removed from 

world events such as war, terror and refugees. Alix has 

never even given a thought to asylum seekers, she has 

enough problems of her own: Dad has a new life that 

doesn't include her, Grandpa is dead and Mum is 

helpless and needy. Then one day on the beach Alix and 

Samir pull a drowning man out of the incoming tide: 

Mohammed, an illegal immigrant and a student. 

Mohammed has been tortured by rebels in Iraq for 

helping the allied forces and has spent all his money to 

escape. Alone, helpless, and desperate not to be 

deported, Mohammed's destiny lies in Alix's hands. 

However, hiding an injured immigrant is fraught with 

Celebrate the world. 

229 countries & destinations to 

explore, 817 beautiful images to 

inspire - this international best 

seller features 100% all NEW 

images and text. 

Bigger, brighter and bolder than 

ever, the second edition of Lonely 

Planet's definitive travel pictorial 

has been revised and updated to 

be even more inspiring than the 

last. The Travel Book captures the 

essence of every country on the 

planet through stunning 

photographs and atmospheric text. 

User-friendly A-to-Z coverage and 

double-page spreads of every 

country make this book a total 

delight - and an amazing gift. 

Includes cultural insights, key facts 

Where on Earth? is Jam-packed with all of geography's greatest hits, with all the 

boring bits taken out. From lava-spewing volcanoes to cool ways to remember 

the world's highest mountains, longest rivers and most desolate deserts - plus all 

the countries and continents in which these fantastic features are found. The 

perfect learning companion to help all school children get to grips with 

discovering the world around them. 
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  Joe Simpson: Touching the Void 

This book recounts an amazing tale of courage, fortitude, and the will to live, 

despite dire circumstances. The author, Joe Simpson, and his climbing partner, 

Simon Yates, attempted to ascend a perilous section of the Peruvian Andes. Near 

the summit, tragedy struck when Joe, up over 19,000 feet, fell and hit a slope at 

the base of a cliff, breaking his right leg, rupturing his right knee, and shattering 

his right heel. Beneath him was a seemingly endless fall to the bottom. 

When Simon reached him, they both knew that the chances for getting Joe off 

the mountain were virtually non-existent. Yet, they fashioned a daring plan to do 

just that. For the next few hours, they worked in tandem through a snow storm, 

and managed a risky, yet effective way of trying to lower Joe down the 

mountain. 

About three thousand feet down, Joe, who was still roped to Simon, dropped off 

an edge and found himself now free hanging in space six feet away from an ice 

wall, unable to reach it with his axe. The edge was over hung about fifteen feet 

above him. The dark outline of a crevasse lay about a hundred feet directly 

below him. Joe could not get up, and Simon could not get down. In fact, Joe's 

weight began to pull Simon off the mountain. So, Simon was finally forced to do 

the only thing he could do under the circumstances. He cut the rope, believing 

that he was consigning his friend to certain death. Therein lies the tale. 

Dambisa Moyo [2010]: Dead Aid: Why aid is not working and how there is 

another way for Africa - Penguin.  

We all want to help. Over the past fifty years $1 trillion of aid has flowed from Western governments to 

Africa, with rock stars and actors campaigning for more. But this has not helped Africa. It has ruined it. 
Dambisa Moyo's excoriating and controversial book reveals why millions are actually poorer because of aid, 

unable to escape corruption and reduced, in the West's eyes, to a childlike state of beggary. Dead Aid shows 

us another way. Using hard evidence to illustrate her case, Moyo shows how, with access to capital and with 

the right policies, even the poorest nations can turn themselves around. First we must destroy the myth that 

aid works - and make charity history. 

Ice Bound: A Doctor's Incredible Battle for Survival at the South Pole.  

Serving as doctor to the Americans "wintering over" at the South Pole in 1999, Jerri Nielsen 

made headlines when she discovered a lump in her breast that a self-administered biopsy 

revealed to be an aggressive, fast-growing cancer. No flights in or out of Antarctica are 

possible during the continent's long winter, and Nielsen's account of giving herself 

chemotherapy while she and her fellow "Polies" waited for the weather to break is even 

more gripping than the news reports at the time.  

Suggested reading for A-level and GCSE students 

Geography– An integrated approach– David Waugh 

Geography: An Integrated Approach has been comprehensively updated to meet with the requirements of the new 

Advanced Subsidiary (AS) and Advanced GCE Geography specifications. 

The third edition of this essential text includes: 

 revised core material covering the AS and Advanced GCE Geography specifications 

 case studies in each chapter focusing on integrated physical, human, economic and environmental issues 

 over 100 place studies linking theory to real places and peoples throughout the world 

 numerous frameworks to examine theoretical concepts and illustrate geographical skills 

 examination-style questions and mark schemes specially written by AS and Advanced GCE Examiners 

 extended exercises to improve key skills and decision making exercises 

  

Robert MacFarlane: The Wild places 

"The Wild Places" is both an intellectual and a physical journey, and 

Macfarlane travels in time as well as space. Guided by monks, questers, 

scientists, philosophers, poets and artists, both living and dead, he 

explores our changing ideas of the wild. From the cliffs of Cape Wrath, to 

the holloways of Dorset, the storm-beaches of Norfolk, the saltmarshes 

and estuaries of Essex, and the moors of Rannoch and the Pennines, his 

journeys become the conductors of people and cultures, past and 

present, who have had intense relationships with these places.Certain 

birds, animals, trees and objects - snow-hares, falcons, beeches, crows, 

suns, white stones - recur, and as it progresses this densely patterned 

book begins to bind tighter and tighter. At once a wonder voyage, an 

adventure story, an exercise in visionary cartography, and a work of 

natural history, it is written in a style and a form as unusual as the places 

with which it is concerned. It also tells the story of a friendship, and of a 

loss. It mixes history, memory and landscape in a strange and beautiful 

evocation of wildness and its vital importance. 
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Besides bringing together a couple of decades worth of literate, 

incisive forays into the natural world, this collection of essays from 

the prize-winning author of THE SONG OF THE DODO is both a 

wake-up call and a testimonial. Gathered in the main from 

magazine articles, in particular the authors 15 years of 'Natural 

Acts', a column in OUTSIDE magazine, Quammen reminds us of the 

many less quantifiable virtues of the wild that often get crushed in 

the path of so-called progress. Beginning with the Rocky Mountain 

trout that, as a young man, would change his life, and meandering 

through a variety of travels and experiences around the globe, he 

touches on issues of wildlife conservation, island biogeography and 

outdoor recreation.  

Quammen's articles are fascinating, surprising and often humorous, 

as he learns about the mountain lion by looking over the shoulder 

of a Montana Bow hunter and delights in the grace of white-water 

rodeo. Whether he is writing about hard science, art, literature, or 

the whims that colour our investigations of the world around us, 

David Quammen emerges as one of the most eloquent spokesmen 

Want to know where to discover a spectacular 

tropical paradise? How about journeying to the 

world's greatest natural wonders, or taking the 

road trip of a lifetime? 1000 Ultimate Experiences 

brings together 1000 ideas, places and activities 

sure to inspire and entertain. Make your own list, 

hit the road, and start ticking off places you've 

always wanted to see and things you've always 

wanted to do. Who knows where you'll end up! 

Sleep under the stars in a Bedouin tent in Jordan 

Find out the best beaches to swing a hammock 

Jump on board the Ghan for a trip through 

Australia's remote Red Center 

Spot Banksy's art in Bristol 

Bear Grylls is a man who has always sought 

the ultimate in adventure. Growing up on the 

Isle of Wight, he was taught by his father to 

sail and climb at an early age. As a teenager 

he found identity and purpose through both 

mountaineering and martial arts, which led 

the young adventurer to the foothills of the 

mighty Himalaya and a grandmaster's karate 

training camp in Japan. 

  

On returning home, he embarked upon the 

notoriously gruelling selection course for the 

British Special Forces to join 21 SAS - a 

journey that was to push him to the very 

limits of physical and mental endurance. 

  

Then, in a horrific free-fall parachuting 

accident, Bear broke his back in three places. 

It was touch and go whether he would ever 

walk again. However, only eighteen months 

later Bear became one of the youngest ever 

Around the World by bike part 1!  

Mood of Future Joys follows Alastair on the 

first leg of his epic journey around the world, 

starting in Yorkshire, then going down 

through Europe and travelling the whole 

length of Africa, including Sudan, Ethiopia and 

Kenya. The book conveys his journey in a style 

that is 'reminiscent of the great tradition of 

the British explorers' (The Guardian). At times 

uplifting, at times brutal, he faces loneliness, 

despair and harsh conditions, but his 

experience is ultimately one of joy and 

triumph. 

There is also a part 2 of the booked entitled  



 
A burgeoning new city is built on the dreams of the 

American gold rush. It is also built upon a landscape that has 

been stretching, sliding and breaking apart for millennia. In 

1906 the dreams of this city came crashing down beneath 

the rippling wave of a horrifying earthquake that turned 

roads into great rippling rivers, that set buildings ablaze for 

days on end, that made homes collapse upon themselves. 

Simon Winchester's breathtaking story delves deep beneath 

the surface of the earth and explains to us why the world 

moves as it does; and breaks apart with such devastating 

results. At the same time he never lets us forget the human 

story: what happened in this new, seemingly blessed city on 

the 18th April 1906. As he vividly portrays the lives of the 

people who suffered and survived the devastation he also 

tells a universal story: the hubris of man as he ignores the 

warnings of nature and how we respond and try to 

understand the world around us. Compelling, moving and 

enlightening, Simon Winchester brings to light the world 

beneath our feet and through the story of this one terrifying 

Simon Winchester's brilliant chronicle of the destruction of 

the Indonesian island of Krakatoa in 1883 charts the birth of 

our modern world. He tells the story of the unrecognized 

genius who beat Darwin to the discovery of evolution; of 

Samuel Morse, his code and how rubber allowed the world 

to talk; of Alfred Wegener, the crack-pot German explorer 

and father of geology. In breathtaking detail he describes 

how one island and its inhabitants were blasted out of 

existence and how colonial society was turned upside-down 

in a cataclysm whose echoes are still felt to this day. 

Presenting the Travel Diaries of Karl Pilkington: Adventurer. 

Philosopher. Idiot. Karl Pilkington isn't keen on travelling. 

Given the choice, he'll go on holiday to Devon or Wales or, 

at a push, eat English food on a package holiday in Majorca. 

Which isn't exactly Michael Palin, is it? So what happened 

when he was convinced by Ricky Gervais and Stephen 

Merchant to go on an epic adventure to see the Seven 

Wonders of the World? Travel broadens the mind, right? 

You'd think so...Find out in Karl Pilkington's hilarious travel 

diaries. 'He is a moron. A completely round, empty-headed, 

part-chimp Manc.' RICKY GERVAIS 'He'd have been happier 

in medieval times in a village where you didn't travel 

beyond the local community.' STEPHEN MERCHANT 


