
A-Level Frequently Asked Questions
If any student or parent hasbeen unable to attend any of our Sixth
FormOpenEveningevents,we are consciousthat you will not have
had the opportunity to askour current studentsand staff questions
that you might haveconcerningthe SixthFormat Balcarras, and the
courseswe offer.

With that in mind, with the help of our current SixthFormstudents
and Headsof Department,we havecompiledthisΨCǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅAsked
vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΩdocumentasa supplementto our SixthFormprospectus
andother admissionsinformation availableon our website.

We have tried to answer the questions most often raised in our
OpenEveningdiscussionswith potential applicants.

If you do havefurther questions,pleasedo contactme at:
dl@balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk

DarrenLeatherbarrow
Headof SixthForm
Balcarras

mailto:dl@balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk


A-Level Frequently Asked Questions
Whenis the applicationdeadline?
5th February

Will I have an opportunity to changemy subject option
choices?
Potentially, yes. We will offer you a post-application
interview later this spring,in which we will discussyour
option choices,their relevanceto your post-18 career
aspirations, and your current GCSE progress and
attainment. At this point, and later in the autumn once
the GCSEresults are published, there will be an
opportunity to reviewyour subjectoptions.

What should I do if I missed the Open Evening and
online consultationsthis January?
5ƻƴΩǘworry! Do feel free to contact us, and we can
arrangea consultationfor you. If this cannotbe arranged
in person, we would be happy to arrange a Teamsor
telephoneconsultationto offer further advice.

Areall studentsexpectedto study4 A levelsin Y12?
Yes. We reallyvaluethe breadthanddiversityoffered by
beginningA levelswith 4 courses,and firmly believethat
this is an important factor in the progressandattainment
our studentsmake. If you haveany particular concerns
regarding our curriculum offer, or are a student with
particulareducationalneeds,pleasedo contactus.

Doall studentsstudy the EPQ?
Yes. In Y12 all studentsreceivelessonsfor the EPQ,in
whichvital studyandresearchskillsaretaught.

DoBalcarrasSixthFormstudentshaveΨŦǊŜŜǇŜǊƛƻŘǎΩΚ
Not assuch! All our studentsare expectedto attend our
supervisedstudy rooms in their Ψƴƻƴ-ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΩlessons.
This is fundamental to our Sixth Form ethos, and the
goodstudyhabitsthis forms,alongwith helpingstudents
maintaina healthywork-life balance,arecrucialelements
in the progressandattainmentour studentsmake.



A-Level Frequently Asked Questions

Our Courses:

Art Health and Social Care
Biology History
Business Studies Mathematics
Chemistry Music
Computer Science Photography
Creative I-Media Physical Education
Drama Physics
Economics Politics
English Literature Product Design
Environmental Science Psychology
Food Science and Nutrition  Religion, Philosophy & Ethics 

French Russian

Further Mathematics Spanish
Geography Textiles

What are the entry criteria to join BalcarrasSixth
Form?
Ourminimumentry criteria is:
2 x grade 6 and 3 x grade 5 at GCSElevel, to
includeEnglishandmaths.
Pleasenote, for somesubjectsthere are addition
GCSEgrade criteria ςpleasesee our prospectus
and entry criteria document on the website for
further details.
We alsohavean over-subscriptioncriteria. Again,
details of this can be found in the admissions
sectionof our website.

Is Balcarras planning to change its published
entry criteria?
Nochangesarecurrentlyplanned.

Howlargewill my classesbe?
Thiswill vary slightly from subjectto subject,but
our optimum classsizeis15-20students.



Art FAQs

What units is the coursemadeup of?

Thecourseis madeup of two units. Thecourseworkunit

runs from Septemberof Y12 up until Januaryof Y13. The

course has been designed to allow students to

experimentwith newapproachesandmaterials. Wecover

a rangeof topics rangingfrom abstractart to the figure-

but the main focusis the learningof new techniques. The

course moves forward with weekly or two weekly

challengesbeen set. The course has been designedto

catch all sorts of different types of artists and this

accountsfor the successover the years. The only thing

that the studentsrequire isenthusiasm. FromJanuaryY13

the studentsembarkon the examinationunit- Thisis set

by AQAand studentswill be givena list of startingpoints

for them to researchand respondto. Thisculminatesin a

practicalexaminationin May.

Will I haveto write essays?

Thecourseis primarilya practicalone. Studentswill

have the opportunity to discuss art history

throughout the courseworkunit, but the only piece

of writing requiredis in Y13. Thisis wherestudents

submit a supportive piece of text with their

practical investigation. The piece of text is a great

opportunity for students to show off their

understandingof the wider contextof their work.



Art FAQs
Howmuchwork outsideof lessonsam I expectedto do?

In Y12 and Y13 you will have9 lessonsevery two weeks. You

will havetwo teachers- who will be both workingon the same

courserequirements. Art is a practical subject and of course

there are time pressures. However, the course has been

designed to be fun, pacey, and overall a strong learning

experience. At this levelwe wouldarguethat A levelart is like a

clubthat you join andthe work that youdo isalmostviewedas

recreational. On a sixth form timetable, studentshavea set of

private study sessions- the art students are more than

welcometo come over to the art block during these times to

continuewith their practicalwork.

What equipmentwill I need?

We use sketchbooksat A level and you would be required to

supply your own. The studios are well stocked with basic

equipmentbut studentswould be expectedto havetheir own

set of acrylics,brushes,glue, pencilsetc. Most students still

havethis equipmentleft over from GCSE.

Who doesA levelart?

We would argue that we get two different types of

students. Thosewho might be interested in a career

in oneof the creativeindustries. Andthosewho want

to pursueit recreationallyas it is a different type of

learningexperience. Therule of thumb for thosewho

might want to work in one of the creativeindustries

is that studentswould completetheir A levelart here

then do a Foundationcourse. This is a free course

offered by the county council to art students to

accessanyof the disciplines. Soeventhoughwe do A

level fine art herestudentsgo on to studyanimation,

graphic design, car design, illustration, film,

architecture,fine artΧandmanymore. A foundation

is not mandatoryto get to art college,but a lot of art

studentsdo this.



Biology FAQs
DoI needto be goodat maths?

The short answer is,ά¸ŜǎΗέ10% of the marks in written

examswill involve mathematicalcalculations. Thesewill

test youat GCSEhigherlevelandabove. Youwill be taught

anyextra mathsyou need(suchasstatisticaltests)within

your biologylessons.

AQA say: άLƴorder to be able to develop their skills,

knowledgeandunderstandingin Biology,studentsneedto

have been taught, and to have acquiredcompetencein,

the appropriatecertain areasof mathematics. Overall,at

least 10% of the marks in assessmentsfor biology will

requirethe useof mathematicalskills. Theseskillswill be

applied in the context of biology and will be at least the

standardof highertier GCSEmathematics.έ

Whichother subjectsbestcomplementbiology?

Not necessarilybut there are some subjects that have

overlappingcontent and skills. Theseare (in order of how

valuable they are to a biologist): maths, chemistry,

environmental science, psychologyand PE. There are

many studentswho take biology and none of the other

subjectslisted here, who are very successfulbiologists. It

is simply helpful sometimes to have complementary

additionalsubjects.

Is it hard?

Biology, like any A level, is a challengingsubject. Some
studentsfind the transition from GCSEto A level difficult
due to the increasein volume of content that must be
learnt. It will be essentialto work hard from the beginning
of Year12 AndƛǘΩǎworth it ςnot only is biology highly
relevant and engagingbut in the current global situation
biologistsaresavingthe world!



Biology FAQs
Is there a lot of practicallab work?

There are 12 required practical assessmentsthat must be

completedacrossthe 2-yearcourse(6 per year)and we add

some additional practical activities where appropriate to

complimentthe coursecontent. Practicalincludes(but is not

limited to) chemical testing of biological molecules,

dissection,investigatingwoodliceresponsesand microscope

work.

Knowledgeof practical procedures and skills involved in

interpreting data are assessedwithin the written exams.

Answersto thesequestionscontribute to the final grade. In

addition, students may be awarded the practical

endorsement. This is a passor fail award that recognises

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩcompetencein 5 key areasof practical skill. It is

reported separatelyto the examgradeand assessedin class

by observation of practical tasks and lab books. Many

universities now look for a pass grade in the practical

endorsementasanentry requirementfor sciencecourses.

Howmanyexamsare there?

The full A level is examinedin 3 papers,lasting2 hours

each.

The first 2 paperssplit the content of the course,with

topics1 to 4 (Y12 work) examinedin Paper1 andtopics5

to 8 (Y13 work)examinedPaper2.

Paper3 placesmore emphasison practical techniques

and analysisof experimentaldata. Questionsare taken

from all topics and have a more synoptic feel to them.

The final question involveswriting an essayin response

to one, from a choiceof two, overarchingquestions. The

essayis markedout of 25 and so comprises10% of the

final assessment. A high level of literacy is neededto be

successfulin A levelbiology.



Business Studies FAQs

Is the material the sameasBusinessGCSE?
Thereare sometopicsthat are the samebut the majority
of the theory in the A level syllabusis new and will still
stretch and challengethose students who have already
studies GCSEbusiness. In addition to this, any topics
taught at A levelwould obviouslybe in muchmore depth
than at GCSElevel.

Is it a bigdisadvantageif I havenot doneGCSEBusiness?
Not at all! Thestudentsthat havenot studiedBusinessat
GCSElevel can and often do outperform those that have
studied /GCSEBusinesspreviously. It is not a problem at
all if you ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘstudied Businessbefore, and this
certainly should not deter you from applying for this
course.

Is there much finance involved?
About 10% of the course involves mathematical
elements such as market growth, HR and finance
calculations. Studentsshould be comfortable with
managing data but the maths skills required to
succeedin an A level Businesscourseare actually
verysimpleandstraightforward. If youhavegrade5
or abovein GCSEMaths you will be able to succeed
in the financialelementsof this course.

Howmanyexamsare there?
Thereare no courseworkmodulesin involvedin this
course. Youwill havethree examsat the end of the
course that will draw on a range of skills and the
subjectcontent taughtacrossthe course.



Chemistry FAQs
Is it hard?

Yesand no. Chemistry is regarded as one of the most

challengingA levelsbecauseit testsyou in so manyareas.

You will need good mathematical as well as well as a

knowledge of practical skills. The ability to apply

knowledgeis essentialfor the top grades. But if you are

prepared to work hard from the start and ask for help

when you will, need it, then it's a challengethat will be

rewarding and achievable. Interestingly, many of the

commentswritten in our student surveyshavestated that

it is the challengeof the subjectthat makesit enjoyable.

What gradesdo I need?

6 in scienceor chemistryanda 6 in maths. The6 in maths

is really important, becausestudentsthat havelessthan 6

in mathscanstrugglewith the mathscontentwhichmakes

up 20%of the course.

What subjects'go well' with chemistry?

Number1: maths. It supportsChemistryas 20% of the

courseis mathematicalskills. DoingA level maths is not

essential. Thatsaid,I would recommendit as it helpsto

givestudentsan addedconfidencewhen it comesto the

'simpler' chemistry calculations. Chemistry

supports biology. If you choose biology, we suggest

doing chemistry as well. The other subjects that are

often taken with chemistryare physicsand geography.

Thereis no definitive list of subjectsthat go well though

and we have had plenty of students that have taken

music,theatre studies,Englishandhistoryto namebut a

few.



Chemistry FAQs
Is there muchpracticalwork?

15% of the courseis assessingyour practicalskills. You

will learn about different kinds of experimental

techniques. There are some topics that are purely

theoreticaland won't haveanyexperimenting. Asa rule

of thumb, we aim to carry out one practical a week.

Studentsare encouragedto be handson and not watch

others.

Is there a big jump betweenGCSEandA level?

All A levelshavea jump. How big it is dependson what

you haverememberedfrom GCSE. Our advicewould be

to try to do someconsolidationwork on the important

GCSEtopics during the summer holiday. We have

ΨōǊƛŘƎƛƴƎΩresourcesavailableon our website and the

VLEto helpyoudo that.

What coursesandcareersdoeschemistryleadto?

Chemistryis a 'facilitating' subjectand will open doors to

many universitiesand degreecourses. Chemistrycan lead

to careersin medicine,dentistry, veterinarycareaswell as

opportunities in pharmacyand environmental work. You

would be surprised how many lawyers and accountants

havetakenchemistry!

What are the resultslike?

OurChemistrydepartmenthasachieved70%A*-Band90%

A-Cat A level. Thislevel of attainment hasbeenconsistent

over the last nine years. It is consistentlyabovethe school

and nationalaverages. Thisis not just becausemanyof the

mostacademicallyablestudentsstudychemistry. Thevalue

added for chemistrystudents is also strong. Our students

work hardandthis iswhy they do sowell.



Computer Science FAQs
Why choseComputerScience?

Computersarenow at the heart of everythingwe do, they impact

not only our personal lives but our working environmentstoo.

With continued advancementsin technology, throughout all

industries, it is important to stay a step aheadand ensureyou

havenot only the understandingbut the skillsto match too. You

canmakecomputerswork for you and giveyou that competitive

edgerequiredin the workplace.

ComputerScienceis a practicalsubjectwhere learnerscanapply

the academicprinciples learned in the classroomto real world

systems. It is an intensely creative subject that combines

invention and excitement; and can look at the natural world

through a digital prism. Computer Science will value

computationalthinking, helping learnersto developthe skills to

solve problems,designsystemsand understandthe power and

limits of human and machine intelligence. Learnerswill also

develop an ability to analyse, critically evaluate and make

decisions.

Is it hard?

The A level course is certainly a step up from GCSE,

however, it has a very similar structure, so the course

content is an extensionof your knowledge,buildingon

what hasbeenalreadytaught. It doesrequirea 6 grade

at GCSEto reflect that you require the solid level of

understandingto continueon to A level.

Dowe haveto completea project?

Yes. Theproject is worth 20%of the overallgrade. The

project approachis a vital componentof ΨǇƻǎǘ-ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩ

life and is of particular relevanceto FurtherEducation,

Higher Educationand the workplace. Eachlearner is

able to tailor their project to fit their individualneeds,

choicesandaspirations.



Computer Science FAQs
What gradesdo I needto studythe course?

A GCSEgrade6 in computersciencealongwith a 6 in maths

as it helps to understand the mathematical content and

havea logicalmind.

Whichsubjectscombinewell with ComputerScience?

Computer sciencehas strong connectionsto many other

subjects, such as: mathematics, further mathematics,

physics,economicsand even psychology,for those wishing

to work in the field of AI. However, with all industries

making technological advancements,whichever subjects

you choseyou are likely to find a link. Studentswho wish to

study for a computer science degree should consider

combining it with A level mathematicsas this is a pre-

requisiteat manyuniversities.

Howwell do pupilsdo on the course?

For the last three yearsour A level resultshaveconsistently

put usin the top 10%of the country.

What canComputerScienceleadto?

Themajority of our pupilsselectingsubjectsat universityin

areas such as computer science, robotics, artificial

intelligenceand cybersecurity. We havealsohad a number

find apprenticeships,allowingthem to studya degreewhilst

working for a company and receiving a wage. There

are many opportunities in the ever-growing field of

computerscience.

Even if you to do not wish to study the subject further,

youwill be well setup for our technologicalworld no matter

which industry you chose,as in ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎworld, computer

science impacts just about every aspect of our lives,

with continualadvancementsin technologyandmodernlife

more integratedwith computersthan ever. Thedemandfor

skills and knowledge in this field is on the increaseand

whether you wish to pursue a career in engineering,

medicine,business,mathsor science,you will certainlygain

anemployabilityadvantage.



Drama FAQs
DoI needto havestudieddramaat GCSElevel?

Absolutelynot! Whilst the majority of our candidates

have some previousexperienceat GCSEor beyond

school, we have also welcomed many excellent

students who have not studied drama before.

Indeed, a mix of diverse experiencesmakes the

learningenvironmentevenbetter! Havingfreshideas

from studentsnew to the subjectis great. Themain

things needed for us at A level are - to meet the

general sixth form entrance criteria, to be

enthusiastic, and commit to learning about this

wonderfulart form.

What subjectswork with drama?

Any! Drama may be your main passionor the ΨǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΩA level that addsvariety to your weeklyscheduleς

and, importantly, breadth to your UCAS application.

/ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΩother subjectsare from acrossthe spectrumof

all availablecourses. Becausedrama is a hybrid art form it

offers a chanceto experiencedimensionsof all other arts

subjects- includingmusic,art, movement,and design. We

also look at sound, lighting and projections. So, there are

complementaryelementsto all subjects,or nicecontrasts.

Sometimes a student doing maths, computing and/or

scienceswill opt for drama as their extra A level, they may

also be particularly interested in the technicaldrama skills.

PeoplestudyingEnglish,humanities,languages,psychology,

businessor other artswill haveplentyof crossoverlearningς

suchasthe studyof varioustextsandjournals,lookingat the

experiences,behaviourand attitudes that informs different

timesandcultures. Wealsostudyelementsof visualdesign.



Drama FAQs
Who doesdramasuit?

Whether you see yourself as quite confident or

rather shy,dramacan be a fantasticexperiencethat

will develop you as a person, an artist and an

academic. Those who love performance will learn

how to add more sophisticationand rigour to their

work, whilst people who may lack someconfidence

can learn strategiesnot just to cope,but to excelin

the modern interconnected world. The subject

enables students to develop both independent

learningskillsandgroupwork. It is alsoa niceway to

build longstandingfriendships.

What canI do with a dramaA level?

Well, firstly,ƛǘΩǎimportant to know that dramais an A level

with the samepointsasall other subjects. Studentsgoon to

a wide range of different degrees or other post-18

opportunities. ²ŜΩǾŜtaught people who have gone into

almost every field of work - although I ŘƻƴΩǘthink ǿŜΩǾŜ

taught an astronaut- yet! For thoseconsideringa life in the

arts or media, we do have an establishedtrack record of

students going on to drama school or university. Some

ultimately go into the professionalworld of television,film

and theatre - as actors, technicians, writers, directors,

designersor journalists. Youcanstudydramaat degreelevel

- either asa singlehonourssubjector aspart of a combined

honoursdegree. Therearemanycombinationsavailableand

youmaybe surprisedto seethe rangeof possibilities!

LǘΩǎalso worth bearing in mind that drama offers many

transferableskills. A levelwill developthese. Indeed,drama

graduatesoften goon to work in other careerstoo.



Drama FAQs
Howwell off for facilities is Balcarras?

Thereare 2 full time, experienceddrama specialists

who shareA level teaching. Balcarrashas2 purpose

designedstudios, plus a fully equipped main hall.

Each space has up to date lighting, sound and

projector rigs. We also have 2 techniciansand an

apprenticeship scheme. We regularly update our

technical equipment to stay in touch with latest

developmentsςfor example,we were amongstthe

first schoolsto integrateLEDlightingfixtures into our

operational rig. All our spaces have Bluetooth

interfaces so students can use the PA from their

phones. We alsohaveextra bright industry standard

projection capability to enable clearer projections

amid vivid stagelighting. Lastyear,we boughta new

soundmixingdeskfor our majorshowsςincidentally,

this initiative wasled by a currentYear12student.

Are there opportunities to usethe equipment and develop

technicalskills?

Yes! We do major productions every year, involving

hundredsof students - this year, due to temporary Covid

restrictions,we madea film instead. Suchexperiencesoffer

a rangeof opportunities to work in technical,performance

or front of house areas. Our A level practical examsare

another major part of our schoolyear and offer accessto

the full rangeof facilities.



Economics FAQs
CanI take BusinessandEconomicstogether?
Absolutely yes! We have not heard of a university that
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘacceptthe subjectstogether in recentyears,and it
would seem to be a myth if anyone tells you otherwise.
There is minimal cross over between the courses and
syllabuscontent is very different but they do support each
other well.

Domanystudentstake both?
Yes. There is alwaysa number of studentsthat select the
subjects together. The subjects supplement each other
well.

Is there lots of Maths involvedin Economics?
There is about 10-15% of the A level which is more
mathematical and requires the ability to analyse and
interpret dataandstatistics,but actuallybeingableto write
a goodquality evaluativeessayis muchmore important in
economics. As a result, a grade 6 in both Englishand
maths.

Howis Economicsdifferent to Business?
Economicscoversfewer topics but you might saythat
the economics course has more depth, with the
business studies course having more breadth.
Economicsattempts to explain how the actions and
decisions of firms, consumers, workers and
governmentsaffect the operation of the economy. It
requiresa fair dealof analysisand includestopicssuch
as supplyand demand,growth, inflation, globalisation
andexchangerates. Businessstudiesismoreconcerned
with the actions and decisions taken by firms and
focuseson topicssuchasmarketing,humanresources,
finance, strategy and production methods. Business
studies students will also have to cover some
economics,asit affectshow businessesoperatein their
externalenvironments.



English Literature FAQs
Doyou haveto like reading?
Absolutely!No-onewould chooseto studyA levelPEwho
ŘƛŘƴΩǘlike sportsandsoyou haveto lovereadingto study
A levelEnglish!Youobviouslyreadthe booksthat you are
studyingand these will have to be re-read a number of
timesto fully understandthem. Wewould alsoencourage
you to readat homefor pleasureandto readother books
by the writers that youaredoing.

Howmanybookswould I study?
We study 8ΨǘŜȄǘǎΩin total on the course(1 Shakespeare
play,1 modernplay,2 booksof poetry and4 novels). You
will have two teachersboth of whom will be teachinga
different text and so you will alwayshave two texts on
the go at any one time. We ask you to buy your own
copiesof the eachof the texts that we studyso that you
canmakeplentyof noteson them. All the examsthat you
do areΨƻǇŜƴōƻƻƪΩso for the examitself we will provide
youwith aΨŎƭŜŀƴŎƻǇȅΩof the text (no noteson it).

IsEnglishLiteratureA Levelthe sameasat GCSE?
Yesandno. Thisis literature, not language,andsowe still
study poetry, playsand novels,but the coursedoesnot
includeany creativewriting or non-fiction as thesewere
part of the EnglishLanguageexam. A level texts are
studied in much greater depth than at GCSE. We also
readcritical essayswhich is wherewe look at what other
people (critics) have said about the text and you are
expected to incorporate their opinions into your own
essays. Classesare much smaller than at GCSE,usually
around 12 to 15 students, and so you will have more
opportunitiesto expressyour ideas.



English Literature FAQs
Is there anycoursework?
Yes,and this is a big differencewith GCSE. Courseworkis
worth 20% and will take the form of a single essayof
2,500 to 3,000 words. We will start preparing for your
courseworkessayin the summerterm of Y12 andyouwill
submit the final draft around Easterin Y13. In the essay
you have to compare 2 texts (most students do two
novels),although you can do non-fiction. We will guide
you and direct you to texts that you could use and
provide you with plenty of examplesof texts that work
well together, althoughthe final choiceof which texts to
use will be yours. Most students really value and enjoy
the courseworkelement as it givesthem the chanceto
work more independentlyand to focus on books that
they find reallyinteresting.



Environmental Science FAQs
What will I study in environmentalscience?
Environmentalscienceis a broad subject with many
interconnectedsystemsand processes. Youwill study
why the Earth is such an amazingplanet and how it
works; you will learn about the biological process
necessary to maintain life on Earth as well as
understandinghow we rely on resourcesand services
for our survival. Themesincludewildlife conservation,
pollution issues,globalwarmingand the future useof
energy.

Are there other subjects that I should do alongside
environmentalscience?
Not necessarilybut there are somesubjectsthat have
overlapping content and skills, such as biology,
geography,chemistry,mathsandevenbusiness.

Are there anytrips on this course?
Wehaveplannedtrips to: CotswoldWildlife Park,IKEA,
local conservation areas as well as a four day
residential.

DoI needto be goodat maths?
Consideration of environmental issues and the
conclusions reached should be based on reliable
evidence-basedinformation andquantitativedata. You
will needto be ableto interpret data in different forms
such as tables, diagramsand graphs. If you have a
GCSEgrade5 or abovein maths,then you will be able
to masterthe mathematicaldemandof this course.

What are the entry requirements?
GCSEgrade5 in combinedscienceor in 2 sciencesand
grade5 in maths



Environmental Science FAQs
Howwill I be assessed?
There is no coursework or NEA component to this
qualification. The assessmentis 100% exam. The A
levelconsistsof two exams: eachare3 hour examsand
worth 50%each.

Do universities count environmental science as a
ΨǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΩΚ
Yes. If you are intendingto take a sciencedegree,it is
often the casethat two A level sciencesare required
and environmentalscienceis acceptedalongsidethe
more traditional ΨŎƻǊŜΩsciencesof biology, chemistry
andphysics.

What could I go on to study post-18 with
environmentalscience?
There are currently 727 higher education
environmental science courses at 106 institutions!
These include; wildlife and environmental
conservation,environmental Earth science,civil and
environmental engineering, marine conservation,
forestry,climatescienceandmanymore.



Food Science & Nutrition FAQs
I havenot studied food sinceKS3ςcanI opt for Level3 food

scienceandnutrition?

AlthoughGCSEin food preparationandnutrition or hospitality

andcateringLevel2 is advantageous,it is possibleto studythis

at Level3, but we askthat you haveideallystudiedanotherDT

subject(textilesor productdesign). Therewill be somegapsin

your knowledge,but a willingnessto learnandwork hardsoon

overcomesthis.

Howmuchcookingdo you do?

In year12, you will be expectedto cooknearlyeveryweek to

build your practicalskillsand pacein cooking. Althoughthere

is a practical assessment,most marks are awarded for the

theoretical understandingof nutrition and food scienceas

demonstratedin written tasks. Do not pick this subject just

becauseyou like cooking! It has a great deal of academic

rigour to it which often surprises students and makes it

challengingto securethe highgrades.

Howis this subjectgraded?

Thereare3 gradesavailable: Pass,Merit andDistinctionat

Certificatelevel (Year12) and at Diplomalevel (Year13).

Distinction* grade is only awarded when distinction

gradeshave been achievedin all 4 units of assessment

acrossthe 2 years.

Pass- equivalentto Egradeat A level

Merit Cgrade

Distinction A grade

PLEASENOTEςthere isno Bor Dgradeequivalent.

What if I only want to studythis subjectfor oneyear?

The good news is that if you discontinuethis subject in

year13, but havesuccessfullycompletedthe units in year

12, you will be awarded the Certificate in Food Science

and Nutrition which is a recognisedqualification, which

cancontribute to your UCASpoints tariff for somefurther

educationcourses.



What kind of careerscanI go into with this qualification?

Anunderstandingof food scienceandnutrition is relevant

to many industries and job roles. Care providers and

nutritionists in hospitalsusethis knowledge,asdo sports

coachesand fitness instructors. Hotels and restaurants,

food manufacturersand government agenciesalso use

this understandingto developmenus,food productsand

policies that support healthy eating initiatives. Many

employmentopportunitieswithin the field of food science

andnutrition areavailableto graduates.

Douniversitiesacceptthis qualification?

Universities vary considerably with their entry

requirements so if you have a specific qualification in

mind, it is worth doingsomebackgroundresearch,maybe

evencontactingthe admissionstutors to seekup to date

guidance.

NOTE ς entry onto graduate courses in nutrition

frequently require an A level science to have been

studied.

Food Science & Nutrition FAQs



French FAQs
Why studyFrench?

Frenchis an official languagein 29 countries,including

France, Canada, Switzerland, Monaco, Luxembourg,

Senegal,the Ivory Coast,Haiti and Belgium. Spokenby

over 300million peopleover five continents,Frenchis a

truly global language. It is also the official languageof

many international organisationssuch as the United

Nations,the EuropeanUnion,NATOandthe World Trade

Organisation.

StudyingFrenchat A levelwill allowyouto enhanceyour

knowledgeof Frenchlanguageandculture. Youwill gain

an insight into many aspects of life in France and

Francophonesociety, improve your comprehensionof

contemporaryFrenchidiomsand developyour oral and

written communicationskills in terms of fluency and

appropriatelinguisticregister.

What do we study?

Thescopeof the specificationis wide and rich: you will

learn about Frenchmusic,Frenchcinema,the diversity

of the Frenchsociety as well as the different types of

families in France and French-speakingcountries for

example. Youwill alsostudya film and a famousFrench

play. In the second year, you will prepare an

independentresearchproject which will enableyou to

studya topic of your choice: youcoulddo someresearch

on literature or a period history thus creating some

cross-curricularpossibilities.

What gradesdo I need?

Minimum grade6 at GCSEin French.



French FAQs
Are there other subjects that I should do alongside

French?

Thereare so manysubjectsyou canchooseto do along

with French: history, politics, philosophy and ethics,

psychology, science, geography business, drama Χ

studying a modern foreign languagewill complement

any programmeof study. Frenchwill add extra skills to

the ones acquiredin other subjectsand will make you

standout whenapplyingto universitiesandfor a job.

Howmanyexamsare there?

Thereare 3 examsat the end of Year13. Paper1 which

compriseslistening and reading questions as well as

translationtasks,Paper2 which containsthe essaysand

Paper3 whichrelatesto the speakingcomponent.

Is it hard?

No,providedthat you havea goodunderstandingof tenses

and that you are able to memorisevocabularyyou will be

successfulin French.

What coursesandcareersdoesFrenchleadto?

Frenchisa 'facilitating'subjectandwill opendoorsto many

universities and degree courses. Some courses that

studentshave gone on to study in recent years included:

PPE,international business,international relations, law,

medicineand Frenchwith another language. Someof our

students have been able to go and study in Francefor

examplewith the Universityof LondonInstitute in Paris.

Modern languagesstudents embark on a number of

rewarding careersas translators, interpreters, researchers

and teachersin HigherEducation. Other examplesinclude

careersin publishing,business,law andbanking.



Further Mathematics FAQs
What kind of mathsis in further maths?
Thepure part of the further mathscoursecoverstotally
new, and hopefullyexciting,typesof mathematics. We
start with complex numbers and matrices, both are
hugely important areas of mathematicsand are not
coveredat GCSE. Theseareasof mathematicshaveso
manyapplicationsin all areasof STEM.
The statisticspart of the coursealso pushesinto new
areasof statisticsthat you have not met at GCSE. We
look at probability in more detail and carry out
hypothesistests related to real world applications. The
mechanicspart of the coursehasa big overlapwith A
levelphysics. We look into collisionsbetweenparticles,
energyin elasticspringsand applyingthe vectorswork
that you learn in your pure lessons to real world
applications.

Howis further mathstaught?
Weteachthe further mathscourseparallelto the A level
course. So,you will still have your 9 ΨƳŀǘƘǎΩlessonsa
fortnight, in a classwith studentswho do not do further
maths, but then you will have an extra 9 lessonswith
the further maths group. These lessonswill be with
another 2 or 3 different teachers. Someschoolsteach
ΨƳŀǘƘǎΩin Year12 and thenΨŦǳǊǘƘŜǊƳŀǘƘǎΩin Year13,
but we do them both alongsideeachother, whichgives
more flexibility for any studentswho just want to study
further mathsfor 1 year.



Further Mathematics FAQs
Howhard is further maths?
Further mathsƛǎƴΩǘnecessarilyharder maths,ƛǘΩǎjust
more maths!Tobe successful,it is really important that
you have a solid graspon the GCSEcontent ready for
the start pf Year12, so as long as your confident with
algebra,statisticsand trigonometry from GCSE,you'll
be fine. That's why we suggestan entry criteria of a
grade8 at GCSE.

Is further maths just for peoplewho go on to do maths
degrees?
No! In fact, it is almost essentialif you wish to study
maths,physicsor anytype of engineeringpost18. If you
wish to do one of thesedegrees,you will haveto learn
about complexnumbers,vectorsand matricesat some
point, andit's a muchbetter ideato do soin schoolwith
the support and guidancefrom your teachersthan it is
to leave it until you arrive in a university lecture hall.
Especiallywhenother peoplein your lecturegrouphave
alreadystudiedfurther maths,youŘƻƴΩǘwant to be left
behindfrom dayone.



Geography FAQs
Do I definitely haveto havedone geographyat GCSEto be

ableto take it at A level?

Yes,you do - there is a hugeamount of content and skills

coveredat GCSEthat getsbuilt on at A level.

What Careersare linked to geography that makes it a

usefulA-levelsubject?

Geographyhasa hugerangeof careeroptions. It is widely

regardedasoneof the mosthighlyregardeddegreechoices

by graduate employers. 90% of geographers gain

employment within 6 months of finishing their degree.

More carers information is availablethrough the options

presentationon the geographywebsiteand in the career's

pageson the websiteandVLE.

Howmuchfieldwork is there?

We value fieldwork very highly, there is a compulsory

elementof 4 daysduring the A levelbut we try to do more

in the local area. We also run a foreign residential trip

whichisoptional.

Is there anycoursework?

Yes - the NEA is worth 20% of the final mark. It is an

independentfieldworkstudyof the studentsown choice.



Health & Social Care FAQs
What is HealthandSocialCare?

These qualifications focus on the skills, knowledge and

understanding that ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎuniversities and employers

demand should you aspire to a career in the health and

socialcare sector. Youwill apply your skillsand knowledge

practically,in preparationfor further studyor the workplace.

²ƘŀǘΩǎthe differencebetween the Certificate(SingleH&SC)

and the Diploma(DoubleH&SC)?

Studentswho study the Diplomatend to be studentswho

love the subjectand studentswho are sure they would like

to go into the industry. Theystudymore units andtherefore

they gaina deeperunderstandingof the subjectmatter and

the industry. Studentswho study the Certificatewould opt

for three other subjects,whereasDiplomastudents would

opt for two further A levelsin anysubjectof their choosing.

Studentswho study the Diplomahave fewer examsand so

this coursemay appealto studentswho prefer independent

studyandassessmentby coursework.

WhyƛǎƴΩǘit an A level?

There are no longer any A levels in health and social

care. Instead the OCR exam board offer this

qualification and other exam boards offer other

vocational qualifications including BTECs. We have

found the CambridgeTechnicalssuit our studentswell.

They are assessedfairly and the units are interesting,

engagingandfun.

LΩǾŜnever studied health and socialcare before, can I

study this course?

Absolutely! There will be, of course,students on the

coursewho have studied the subject before however,

we are sure that by the end of the first two weekswe

will haveboughtyouΨǳǇto ǎǇŜŜŘΩandyou will not feel

different to the others in the class. Thisyear someof

the studentsin the classwho haveneverstudiedhealth

and socialcarebefore Year12 are achievingthe highest

marksin the class!



Health & Social Care FAQs
What units will I be studying?

All studentsin Year12will studythe followingunits:

Unit 1ςBuildingpositiverelationships(coursework)

Unit 2ςEquality,diversityand rights in health and social

care(exam)

Unit 3 ςHealth, safety and security in health and social

care(exam)

TheDiplomastudentswill studyan additionalthree units

in Year12:

Unit 5 - Infectioncontrol (coursework)

Unit 7ςSafeguarding(exam)

Unit 13 ςSexual,reproduction and early development

stages(coursework)

In Year13all studentswill studythe mandatoryunit:

Unit 4 ςAnatomy and physiologyfor health and social

care

In addition to this there are a range of optional

courseworkunits for us to choosefrom includingunits

on mentalhealth,nutrition andphysiologicalconditions.

For more specificinformation on eachunit pleaseread

the departmentproducedleaflets.

What gradesdo I needto get onto the course?

As a subject we welcome anyone who achievesthe

BalcarrasminimumSixthFormentry requirements. You

do not need to have studied health and social care

beforeandtherefore there is no minimumsubjectgrade

to beginthis course.




