
How to 
revise…

What can you 
do to help?

Miss Hunt



Exam Countdown enables 

students to schedule their exams. 

You can use the app to store all 

Exam Countdown (iOS, Free):

your key exam and test dates in one place and can 

even colour code them as well. Once you’ve done 

this, you’ll get a countdown note beside each 

exam. A future update should have a notification 

function, but this is not currently available.
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Skipping breakfast can lead to a 

20-40% reduction in 
concentration, memory and 

alertness.  
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Go to revision sessions offered in school 
leading up to and during the exams..…..

There may not be 
many now but they 
will increase closer 
to the exams and 

you will be 
informed



Check grades. Progress v target?  Get talking to 
teachers…..

• Make sure that you know what your target grades are and, most importantly, what 
to do to achieve them. 

• Check this against your work. Identify with their teacher what you need to focus 
on to improve and increase your chances of improving. 

• Make sure any Controlled assessment has been completed to the VERY highest 
standard and no more can be done….

• Mentoring will help



Be honest about what needs tackling first…. 
Often students feel overwhelmed by how 

much there is to do so this may form a good 
starting point….

Get organised and find stuff….
Do you have all class notes? Question booklets? Revision guides? Previous notes? 
You have done/will have 2 years of work and 2 sets of mock exams…. Use this! 
Don’t just rely on GCSE bitesize! 
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Exam papers and Mark Schemes….
If you don’t get provided them by teachers… go and get them yourself and make your 
children use them!
Completing practise questions in timed conditions… and then self marking is BRILLIANT 
preparation…. 
Plus the mark schemes can also be used to add detail to notes on topics from class…



7. Get Revising!
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How effective are different strategies?

• Summarising - writing summaries of texts - LOW
• Highlighting/underlining - LOW
• Keyword mnemonics - choosing a word to associate with information - LOW
• Imagery - forming mental pictures while reading or listening - LOW
• Re-reading – LOW

• Elaborative interrogation - being able to explain a point or fact - MODERATE
• Self-explanation - how a problem was solved – MODERATE
• Interleaved practice - switching between different kinds of problems -

MODERATE

• Practice testing - Self-testing to check knowledge - especially using flash cards 
- HIGH

• Distributed practice - spreading out study over time - HIGH





The Pomodoro technique…  Great for organising and 

time management…. Created by Francesco Cirillo

Decide on say 4 topics

• Recite French vocab for 20 mins…
• Complete ten questions on fractions – 20 mins
• Complete Geography PPQ – 20 mins
• Practise music assessment piece – 20 mins

Set a timer… have 5 mins break between each task.. Move on…. After 4 rounds take a 
longer break before starting again….
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The lift test…
Prepare a 5 minute presentation on a topic ready to present at a 
meeting…. But when you get to your meeting they tell you they 
are in a rush….
You have 45 seconds to explain a principle to someone in the lift…. 
Before it reaches the ground floor… Can you summarise it fast!
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Bodily revision – this uses visualisation to aid 
memory

Take 10 facts about a case study…. E.g. Boxing day Tsunami…

26/12/2004, 230,00 people died, 10 countries affected, Thailand's GDP                                                        
reduced by £500 million….  8 million homeless,  15,000 orphans…… give them a minute
to learn them and then ask them to recite…. They will struggle…. 

So, next time visualise each fact in a different place….

• 230,000 on your head,
• 10 countries affected…one on each finger…..
• 15,000 orphans in your heart, 
• GDP on your stomach….
• Date around your throat
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Memorize like a pro with 

Flashcards+ by Chegg, the fast, 

fun, free flashcard maker

Flashcards+ (iOS, Free / Android, Free):

designed to help students learn things more quickly 

and ace their exams. This is the ultimate online 

flashcard & notecard tool for students and is rated 

as the number 1 flashcard app on iTunes.



Really good websites, Apps and 
resources…

www.getrevising.co.uk
Popplet – app for spider diagrams

Revise better – organised by subject area
Grafio – App for infographics

Audioboo – App for creating and storing audio files
Trading cards  - for making top trumps

Everynote – synchronise revision notes between devices
Studyblue and Quizlet– create and share electronic flashcards

Memrise – learning vocab
Twitter – loads of revision resources 

Gojimo – free content on subjects and quizzes
iMindmap and bubbl.uk - mindmaps

The TES …..Paper and online articles on memory

http://www.getrevising.co.uk/
https://www.tes.com/article.aspx?storyCode=6301212


Mindly is an app that helps 

encourage structured and joined 

up thinking and organise your

Mindly (iOS, Free / Android, 
Free):

thoughts by creating beautiful mind maps to aid 

revision in any subject.
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The Be Focused lets you get things 

done by breaking up individual 

tasks among discrete intervals, 

Get Focused (iOS, Free):

separated by short breaks. It’s a surprisingly effective 

way to retain motivation and focus. Create tasks, 

configure breaks and track your progress throughout the 

day, week or custom period.


